Navajo Nation Human Research Review Board Conference

Navajo Nation Museum ● Window Rock, Arizona ● November 15 – 16, 2011

“Reflections from the Research Past to Define Research forward for the Navajo Nation”

November 15th Morning Session
10:30 AM – 12 NOON
 
A:   “Public Health – Diabetes”

Diabetes Prevention Demonstration Project
Kristin Graziano - Tuba City Regional Health Care





· Define pre-diabetes

· Understand the results of the landmark Diabetes Prevention Program study, published in 2002, and how it contributed to the current Demonstration Project

· Identify the weight loss and physical activity targets of the intervention targets that led to the reduced incidence of diabetes in AI / AN peoples

· Gain an understanding of how to implement and effective Diabetes Prevention Program in your community
Ten-Year Follow-up of Diabetes Incidence and Weight Loss in the Diabetes Prevention Program:  The Diabetes Prevention Program Outcomes Study

William Knowler, Carol Percy, Miranda Smart – Diabetes Prevention Program Outcomes Study

· Describe the difference in reduction in diabetes risk among people with pre-diabetes utilizing three DPPOS interventions

· Analyze weight differences over 10 years among participants in three DPPOS interventions

· Understand how lifestyle balance materials can be accessed from community use

· Describe characteristics of people with pre-diabetes who benefited from metformin

Update from the SEARCH-Navajo Study:  Burden of Diabetes and Risk for Complications in Navajo Youth
Dana Dabelea - SEARCH

· Understanding the goals and design of SEARCH – Navajo study

· Updated data on burden of diabetes (prevalence, incidence and trends) among Navajo youth

· Information about cardio-vascular risk factors and patterns of diabetes care
· Discussion of plans for SEARCHs data collection, including assessment of chronic diabetes complications

Year-4 Results from the LOOK AHEAD Study
William Knowler, Christina Morris, Teddy Thomas – Look AHEAD

· Understanding the design of the Look AHEAD study and the background of its hypothesis 

· Understand the need for long-term data in this study population

· Understand the benefits of the intervention on cardiovascular risk factors

· Describe importance of findings for the potential impact on health related outcomes and chronic disease risk factors

B:   “Environment”
Characterization of Environmental Uranium in Southwestern Navajo

Jani Ingram – Northern Arizona University

· Inform other researchers interested in work on Navajo about environmental uranium exposure

· Provide quantitative information about uranium content in environmental samples from the Southwest region of Navajo

· Describe the involvement of Navajo students in the various aspects of research
· Describe our interactions and collaborations with the Navajo communities

Climate Change Science & Solutions:  Creating Innovative Education Tools for Native Americans and Other Rural Communities on the Colorado Plateau

Karen Jarratt-Snider, Joelle Clark, Nikki Cooley – Northern Arizona University

· Develop an understanding of the project’s efforts to culturally and regionally relevant create climate change curriculum for
 6-12 grades in school districts that serve Native American and rural communities on the Colorado Plateau

· Develop an understanding of how the partnerships for climate change education is educating students and raising awareness about climate change impacts and solutions by building a broad partnership with tribal communities, public, private and charter schools, educational institutes and NGOs

· Develop an understanding of the project’s efforts to integrate culturally specific pedagogical approaches designed to demystify the disciplines of Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM)

B:   “Environment”, continued
Four Corners Sustainable Futures Initiative

Jacques Seronde – Landsward Institute / Northern Arizona University 
· Findings from research related to sustainable agriculture on Navajo Nation
· Revitalization of cultural values and practices of agriculture

· Restoration of traditional relationships of respect and communication with the land, natural resources, and one another

· Discuss adequate and reliable supplies and quality of water for farming and ranching 
Exploring the Connection between Spiritual Values and Sacred Land Use:  A Navajo Perspective on the Use of Artificial Snow at the Arizona Snowbowl

Adam Dunstan – SUNY Buffalo

· Introduce audience to background of the debate over snowmaking on the San Francisco Peaks and academic research done onto it thus far

· Provide information regarding the parameters, research design, and methodology of upcoming research on the snowmaking issue

· Introduce a starting hypothesis that will guide my research

· Discuss with audience further areas of research regarding snowmaking on the San Francisco Peaks

C:   “Education”

Navajo Female Participation in High School Volleyball and its Correlation / Impact on Post-Secondary Success

Treva C. Gilmore – Arizona State University

· Participants will be able to explain the purpose of the study

· Participants will be able to list three ways that the Navajo Nation will benefit from this dissertation study

· Participants will be able to describe the methodology for the research

· Participants will be able to restate questions that the dissertation will address

Recruiting and Retaining Highly-Qualified Native American Teachers in New Mexico Reservation Schools

Margaret P. Hotchkiss – Navajo Elementary School
· Understand why teacher recruitment and retention in high-needs schools, especially reservation schools, is a challenge for educators

· Understand why alternative licensure is one option for recruiting more Native teachers

· Learn some of the personal attributes common to successful teachers on the Navajo Nation

· Understand why Native teachers believe that teaching Native culture is important

· Learn some ideas for improving teacher recruitment and retention on the Navajo Nation

Landscapes of School Choice, Past and Present:  A Qualitative Study of Navajo Parent School Placement Decisions

Danielle Lansing – Arizona State University

· Understand how qualitative methods can be used to gain insight into an individual’s life experience

· Understand how community partnerships are fostered in order to conduct research in Navajo communities

· Understand the variety of past educational experiences Navajo parents possess

· Understand how past educational experiences can influence school placement decisions of Navajo parents from the community of Pinon, AZ
Cultural History of Diné College
Ferlin Clark –  Education, Office of the Vice-President Navajo Nation
· Understand uniqueness of a “tribally-controlled” college

· Appreciate Diné knowledge, wisdom, and process as highly valuable

· Understand traditional epistemology for Education

· Understand history of Navajo higher education

November 15th Afternoon Session 1

1:15 PM – 2:45 PM
 

A:   “Behavioral Science – Mental Health”

Resilience, Survival, Historical Trauma, and Healing

Jessica Goodkind, Beverly Gorman,  Julia Hess, Danielle Parker, Philmer Bluehouse – University of NM School of Medicine
· The participant will be able to explain the relevance of addressing both historical trauma and current structural stressors
 to address the unique health challenges faced by Diné youth and families

· The participant will be able to identify the importance of building on individual and community strengths to promote the mental health and well-being of Diné youth and families

· The participant will be able to outline the components of a family program to promote the mental health of Diné youth
 and their families

· The participant will be able to explain methods and processes for successful implementation of the family program described

The Shandiin Project:  What was found

Jan Beals – CAIANH, University of Colorado Denver

· To understand the basic methods of psychiatric epidemiology

· To be able to describe the prevalence of psychiatric disorders among the Diné participants in AI-SUPERPRP as assessed by these methods

· To comprehend the service use patterns of those with such problems

· To articulate the possible services and policy implications of these findings

Using Art Therapy for Healing as part of an Integrative Behavioral Health Treatment Team:  Interviews from the Navajo Nation

J. Olivia Drumm – Emporia State University

· A  greater awareness of Behavioral Health Staff perceptions of their roles in Behavioral Health

· The importance of behavioral health staff unity

· The benefit of additional services / fields incorporated into the Behavioral Health Department, such as art therapy

· How cultural differences may affect staff unity

The Web of Life Project (WOL)

Neal Ferris – National Indian Youth Leadership Project

· Participants will increase understanding of the positive youth development approach to teen pregnancy prevention
· Participants will be able to distinguish between “just say no” and “just say yes” approaches to prevention for native youth

· Participants will become familiar with Project Venture, an evidence-based substance abuse prevention model, and its relationship to the Web of Life Teen Pregnancy Prevention program model

B:   “Medicine”

Prevalence of Parkinson’s Disease among the Navajo

Paul H. Gordon – Northern Navajo Medical Center

· To better understand the clinical features of Parkinson disease

· To understand the burden of Parkinson disease on the Navajo Nation

· To understand how the prevalence of Parkinson disease on the reservation compares to other populations

· To understand what is needed to improve treatment and preventive measures for those living with or at risk for Parkinson disease on the reservation
Newborn Screening for Severe Combined Immunodeficiency in a High Risk Population

Jennifer Puck – University of San Francisco

· Understand how T cells, a type of white blood cells, are needed to fight infections and keep us healthy; learn that a gene mutation frequent in Navajos can cause lack of T cells from birth

· Consider how newborn screening can identify problems in time for early, optimal treatment as opposed to waiting until complications develop and treatment is more difficult

· Learn the importance of informed consent for all research involving human subjects

· Recognize the difference between research and standard care, and what is required to transition a new procedure from a research project to the clinic
B:   “Medicine”, continued

Using Pharmacy Residency Projects to Improve the Provision of Health Care at Northern Navajo Medical Center (NNMC)

Kendall Van Tyle – Northern Navajo Medical Center

· List the ASHP Accreditation Standards for Pharmacy Residency Programs as they relate to projects

· Recall what the Beer’s List is

· Recall what JNC-7 is

· Cite the major findings for the 2 projects presented

Navigation Intervention and Cancer Screening Behavior in Navajo Communities

Randall Ruper, Yuan-Chin Lee – University of Utah

· The participants will learn about the CMS demonstration project design

· The participants will understand the current practice of cancer screening

· The participants will assess the impact of patient navigation through statistics

· The participants will learn about the limitations of a navigation intervention study and can evaluate how future projects can be improved

C:   “Public Health – Community Health”

The Healthy Homes Project
Harrison Kenny, Annette Crisanti – University of New Mexico

· To learn about the Evidence Based Practice Permanent Supportive Housing

· To learn about the need for permanent and supportive housing and behavioral health services for residents of San Juan County

· To learn about evaluation requirements of federally funded CMJS grants, including the National Outcome Measures Survey required under the Government Performance Requirements Act
· To learn about lessons learned during the first year of the grant and the importance of collaboration between the Behavioral Health Services Division, the University of New Mexico, the Navajo Nations Human Research Review Board, and PMS’s Totah Behavioral  Health Authority with respect to successful implementation of the Healthy Homes Project
Impact of Behavioral Health System Transformation on Native Americans:  Implications for the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act

Cathleen Willging, Jessica Goodkind, Gwendolyn Packard, Gwendolyn Saul – Organization Pacific Institute for Research and Evaluation

· Identify “lessons learned” based on qualitative research on behavioral health reform in New Mexico

· Describe factors related to rural and Native American communities that states should consider when planning and implementing behavioral health reform

· Describe factors related to rural and Native American communities that the federal government should consider when planning and implementing national health reform

· Understand the implications of national health reform for Native American communities

Prevention of Agricultural Injuries on the Navajo Nation  

Deborah Helitzer, Gary Hathorn – University of New Mexico, New Mexico State University

· Participants will understand how to use behavior change theory to develop and test community-based interventions

· Participants will understand how to develop and test a behavior change intervention

· Participants will learn about culturally appropriate methods of training

· Participants will learn the results of training provided by community members to reduce agricultural injury risks

Healthy Native Communities Fellowship (HNCF) Case Study:  Participatory Evaluation of Community and Cultural Capacities

Marita Jones, Rebecca Rae – University of New Mexico

· Participants understanding logic model to promote community wellness

· Learning measures to assess cultural connectedness, social cohesion, participation, etc. and their link to wellness and 
health status

· Understanding methods for assessing community wellness indicators

November 15 Afternoon Session 2

3:00 PM – 4:30 PM
 

A:   “Substance Abuse”

Putting Tribal Nations First:  Trends, Current Needs, and Future Directions in Substance Use Prevention for American Indian Youth

Julie Baldwin, Betty Brown, Maggie Walsh, Christine Benally – University of South Florida, Northern Arizona University, Indian Health Service
· To obtain an understanding of the substance use disparities among American Indian youth and the contributing factors to these disparities

· To explore date from the Sacred Mountain Youth Project that focus on risk and protective factors associated with substance abuse use

· To review promising approaches to substance abuse prevention and treatment efforts

· To make recommendations for effective programs and research

In-home Prevention of Substance Abuse Risks in Native Teen Families:  Focus on Fathers”
Trudy Billy, Lena Clitso – Center for American Indian Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

· Describe the unique study design and methodology used to inform a data-driven and culturally informed intervention for American Indian fathers

· Analyze quantitative and qualitative data on the risks and protective factors for substance abuse and parenting practices among a sample of American Indian fathers
· Evaluate correlations between drug use and parenting practices of fathers and the outcomes of mothers and babies

· Explore the use of both quantitative and qualitative data collection to inform intervention design

American Indian Methamphetamine and other Drug Use in the Southwestern United States

Kamilla Venner, Kevin Foley, Ericke Willie – NCI / University of New Mexico

· To learn what patients, providers and community members said about whether methamphetamine was a problem, how meth finds its way into communities, what should be done to prevent and treat methamphetamine problems

· To learn the perspectives of providers at 100 agencies in terms of the extent of the methamphetamine problems

· Strengths of communities and Navajo teachings for a drug-free life

B:   “Environment”
Participation in Policy Development in regards to Uranium Contamination on the Navajo Nation

Tommy Rock – University of New Mexico

· Informing

· Public participation

· Networking

· Community involvement

Investigation of Drinking Water Exposures from Unregulated Waters Sources in Dennehosto, Ganado, Lower Greasewood, Red Mesa, and Steamboat Chapters, Navajo Nation

Yolanda Barney – Navajo EPA Public Water Systems

Region IX Water Quality Project of Rural Unregulated Water Sources of the Northern Navajo Communities
Perry Charley – Diné Environmental Institute,  Diné College

· Document the location, number, types, frequency or usage of unregulated water sources by Navajo residents

· Determine the types and magnitude of contaminates resulting from past industries

· Determine levels of Bacterial contamination of these water sources

· Provide feedback to the Navajo Nation government for remedial programs

A Navajo Community Participatory Exploration of the Environment, Clean Energy, Collaborative Capacity Building and Entrepreneurial Solutions

Peter T. Bruss – Colorado State University

· National Science Foundation is calling for a new, holistic, research framework to address concerns with complex human environment systems

· Participatory research using photo-voice and art-voice can lead to more community involvement

· Collaborative capacity building is critical for communities who seek sustainable solutions to local issues

· Simulation and conceptual model building can be a way to explore emergence and non-linear dynamics in complex systems

C:   “Public Health”

Fifteen Years of Pneumococcal Carriage Studies among Navajo and White Mountain Apache communities
Beverly Gorman – Center for American Indian Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

· To understand the frequency of pneumococcal nasopharyngeal carriage among Navajo and White Mountain Apache
 persons

· To understand the age groups that are most commonly affected by nasopharyngeal colonization of pneumococcus

· To understand who nasopharyngeal carriage has changed since introduction of pneumococcal conjugate vaccines among vaccinated individuals

· To understand how nasopharyngeal carriage has changed since introduction of pneumococcal conjugate vaccines among unvaccinated household members living with a vaccinated child

Long-term Impact of a Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine on a Population at High Risk for Pneumococcal Disease
Ella Paul – Center for American Indian Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

· To learn that pneumococcal disease is more commonly affecting Navajo than the general US population
· To learn that there is a vaccine for infants, called Prevnar, which can both reduce disease and colonization

· To learn that routine Prenar use has reduced colonization with vaccine type pneumococci  in people of all ages, not just 
those who were vaccinated

· To learn that routine Prevnar use has nearly eliminated vaccine serotype invasive pneumococcal disease among Navajo of ages but that further reductions in disease will require vaccines with more pneumococcal strains included in the vaccine

Dietary Patterns and Health Risk Factors among Navajo EARTH Participants

Maureen A. Murtaugh – University of Utah

· Discuss the dietary patterns evident from reported dietary intake in Navajo Earth Participants

· Understand the associations of dietary patterns with prevalent risk factors for chronic disease among

· Consider the aspects of the Healthy and Traditional dietary patterns that could be combined to achieve health for Navajo people

· Discuss the possible implications surprising association of a Healthy dietary pattern with greater levels of obesity

Bone Mineral Density across Age, Gender in Navajo People Compared to the National Health and Nutrition Examination Surveys III:  The EARTH Study

Maureen A. Murtaugh, Karla Miller – University of Utah School of Medicine

· To describe bone mineral density (BMD) and its components in Navajo men and women

· To examine differences in BMD of Navajo women compared to BMD of other ethnic groups reported by NHANES III

· To examine differences in BMD of Navajo men compared to BMD of other ethnic groups reported by NHANES III

· To discuss the clinical guidelines related to screening for and diagnosis of osteopenia and osteoporosis that should be 
utilized in this population, and the general population

November 16    Plenary Session   9:00 AM – 10:15 AM 
“Two Cultures of Healing”
Video and discussion
Jennie R. Joe, PhD, University of Arizona
 Ursula Knoki-Wilson, MPH, Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Facility

Most health care facilities make an effort to provide culturally sensitive patient-centered care but meeting such goals is not always workable or affordable.  In an effort to provide culturally appropriate patient-centered care, the Chinle Comprehensive Health Care Facility instituted the Office of Native Medicine (ONM), a program that brought into the hospital and clinical setting, traditional practitioners as health care providers.  The Practitioners offer a number of services for patients, staff, and other health agencies.  
Their services include counseling, traditional diagnostic services, acute traditional interventions, in-service training, and other consultations.  This session will provide information on the Navajo traditional healing inclusion.  
November 16th Morning Session 
10:30 AM – 12:00 NOON 
A:   “Cancer”

Barriers and Facilitators to Colorectal Cancer Screening in Southwestern Native Americans
Christina Getrich, Robert Rhyne – University of New Mexico

· To appreciate the national trends in colorectal cancer (CRC) incidence rates

· To understand the health disparity of increasing CRC rates in Native American populations in New Mexico

· To realize what barriers to CRC screening in Navajo patients exist at all levels of the health care system:  patient, provider

and system

· To understand how the results of this study could lead to interventions that have the potential to increase screening rate

 in Navajo people

An Innovative Capacity Building Approach for Preparing Tribal Community Health Representatives (CHRs) to Deliver Colorectal

Health Education, Outreach and Patient Navigation Services

Kevin English - AAIHB

· Assess the value of incorporating constructs beyond knowledge into pre-post tests, such as intentions to intervene and

Self-efficacy (confidence), as a means of more comprehensively evaluating the impact of training sessions upon CHR

capacity development

· Compare the benefits of conducting multiple training sessions in increments over time, versus consolidating CHR capacity development into a singular session

· Describe key experiential learning approaches that can be integrated into CHR capacity development initiatives including

 role playing, interactive games, health education materials development, readers theatre and site visits to facilities that perform health procedures associated with training content (e.g. sigmoidoscopy and colonoscopy)

· Identify useful tools for providing colorectal health education and outreach in American Indian communities.  A toolkit of materials that have been developed and pilot tested by CHRs will be available to participants who attend this session. 

Toolkit contents include customizable PowerPoint slides, American Indian specific videos, colorectal health resource guides and interactive educational games

Assessing Colorectal Cancer Screening Knowledge at Navajo Fairs

Priscilla Sanderson, Nicolette Teufel-Shone – Northern Arizona University
· To describe a unique survey method to successfully recruit Navajo adults to complete a health knowledge and behavior questionnaire

· To identify characteristics of Navajo adults who are knowledgeable about colorectal cancer

· To identify characteristics of Navajo adults who are less knowledgeable about colorectal cancer

· To recommend strategies to promote colorectal screening education that would meet the needs of a diverse audience.  
B:   “Public Health - Environment”

DinéH – Modeling of Survey Results to Predict Medical Outcomes
Glen Stark, Johnnye Lewis – University of New Mexico

· Understanding the relationship between environmental uranium waste exposures and health outcomes

· Translation of statistical models of the data collected from surveys into useable information for community members

· Understanding of how data are filtered in order to create a valid model for use to identify probable health outcomes

· Overview of Bayesian methodology to generate statistical models

Risk Communication Methods in the DinéH Project

Chris Shuey, Glen Stark, Sandy Ramone – DinéH Project, Southwest Research and Information Center

· Demonstrate how summary statistics and modeling results may be depicted in charts and on maps of the Study Area

· Show how photographs and references to local land and water features are used to illustrate health risks from both active-mining era exposures and environmental legacy exposures

· Outline methods to evaluate these communication methods

B:   “Public Health - Environment”, continued
Drinking Water Arsenic Levels Predict Plasma Levels of Oxidized LDL Cholesterol (oxLDL) in Navajo Populations Exposed to Uranium-Contaminated Mining Sites

Matthew Campen, Johnnye Lewis – University of New Mexico College of Pharmacy

· Contaminated water supplies may promote cardiovascular disease

· Arsenic intake may be linked to the development of chronic vascular remodeling

· Characteristics and importance of biomarkers of cardiovascular disease

Immune System Responses Related to Environmental Uranium Exposure – DinéH Project Results

Eszter Erdei, Johnnye Lewis – University of New Mexico College of Pharmacy, Community Environmental Health Program

· Learning about how immune cells respond to environmental toxicants

· Summarizing immunological techniques helpful examining environmental metal exposures

· Understanding immune system responses in association to environmental uranium exposures

· Learning about inflammation processes related to environmental heavy metal and uranium exposures
C:   “Community Health”


Increasing Developmental Screening among Medical Providers in NM

Fauzia Malik – Envision NM / UNM HSC Department of Pediatrics

· To become knowledgeable about the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) guidelines for development screening

· To learn about quality improvement methodology

· To become familiar with the properties of standardized developmental screening tools

· To become knowledgeable about newborn hearing screening guidelines

Training Community Oral Health Specialists to Promote Oral Health in Navajo Head Start Children

Patricia Braun, Vongphone Smith – Denver Health, Department of Pediatrics

· Understand the need for an intervention to improve Head Start children’s oral health

· Be familiar with an outline of the intervention curriculum for Head Start children and families

· Understand the components of the training curriculum for lay oral health specialists

· Identity strategies for training lay oral health specialists

Real-World Implementation of Community-Based Research in Navajo Nation

Lucinda Bryant, Carmen George – University of Colorado, Colorado School of Public Health

· Increase the awareness of the challenges to research in sparsely populated large geographic areas

· Understand the importance of community involvement in health promotion research

· Identify barriers to and facilitators of successful implementation of a community-based health promotion intervention research project

· Understand specific processes and procedures employed to identify, recruit and engage lay health workers and Head Start classrooms in an oral health promotion intervention

Community Voice in Strategies for Recruiting and Retaining Navajo Community Members in Primary Care Research

Christina Getrich, Andrew Sussman – University of New Mexico

· Identify challenges in involving Navajo Nation community members in research

· Present view of community members on barriers/facilitators to enhanced involvement in research

· Provide researchers with guidance on specific recruitment and retention strategies to enhance participation in research

· Present a cyclical view of research conduct that emphasizes the importance of participatory principals

November 16 Afternoon Session 
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM 

A:   “Public Health”

Uranium in the Plant-Animal-Human Chain near Abandoned Mining Sites and Structures in an American Indian Community in Northwestern New Mexico

Christine Samuel-Nakamura – University of California Los Angeles

· Generate and discuss issues related to uranium mining and health related environmental issues in Diné communities

· Appraise the essential design and methodological components of the study presented

· Describe the role functions and responsibilities of the Principal Investigator (PI) for this study

· Analyze and develop a scholarly description of the current research study

· Identify gaps in the current study and generate recommendations for future research

Prevalence of Low Bone Mass and Osteoporosis in Navajo People Older than 50 Across Age, Gender, and Body Mass Index (BMI)

Karla Miller, Maureen A. Murtaugh – University of Utah School of Medicine

· To describe the prevalence of osteopenia and osteoporosis in Navajo men and women over the age of 50

· To examine the impact of age and gender on bone mineral density in Navajo men and women

· To determine the effects of body mass index on bone mineral density in Navajo men and women

· To compare the prevalence of osteopenia and osteoporosis in Navajo men and women to the prevalence reported for the general population by the Third National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES III)
Effect of Maternal Influenza Vaccination on Respiratory Disease among Infants

Cecelia Richards – Center for American Indian Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

· To learn that American Indian infants less than  6 months of age are at high risk for influenza infection
· To learn that there are no licensed influenza vaccines for infants less than 6 months of age

· To learn that influenza vaccination in pregnant mother can decrease risk of influenza infection in infant

· To learn that influenza vaccination in pregnant mother can reduce risk of hospitalization for infants experiencing influenza-like illnesses (ILI)
B:   “Education”


In Instructional Framework with Native American ELLs in a Reading Context


Deborah Holgate – Arizona State University 

· To develop awareness to educators in what instructional strategies were found to be effective in developing the English language among Navajo students, with a second language influence

· To inform educators and all stakeholders about the need for further research development in the area of English Language among Navajo students

· To inform all stakeholders in the need to investigate the differences in evidence-based research used among Native Americans and other ethnicities, in the development of the English language

· To further develop that awareness that the use of culturally responsive curriculum does support the advancement of developing the English language
Parental Involvement for Navajo Student Success
Tracia Jojola – New Mexico State University

· Participants will be able to list steps towards conducting parental involvement research on the Navajo reservation

· Participants will be able to summarize Navajo parent perceptions of parental involvement for this small, rural, New Mexico community

· Participants will be able to summarize the importance of parental involvement within schools

· The conference presentation will provide a forum of discussion regarding Parental Involvement research

Parents’ Attitudes Toward Cultural Integration Using a Navajo Language Immersion School

Audra Platero – Arizona State University 

· To what extent do parents believe Navajo should be the sole language used in the school

· Differences  in parents’ attitudes by the use of Navajo language in the home

· Parents’ attitudes by the use and practice of cultural traditions

· Differences in parents’ attitudes toward cultural integration at a certain child’s grade level

B:   “Education”, continued
National Indian Education Study (NIES)

James Deaton – National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
· Obtain an understanding of the content in the National Indian Education Study (NIES) – i.e., what data is provided in the reports

· Find out how Navajo Nation BIE Schools fit into the study

· Understand what NIES and National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) materials are available to you

· Learn about the types of questions asked within NIES Part II.  Part II of the study is conducted through a survey to explore 
the educational experiences of the American Indian and Alaska Native students who participated in the NAEP assessments.  The survey focused on the integration of native language and culture into school and classroom activities
Collapsing the Fear of Mathematics

Henry Fowler – Math Education

· The participants will understand that integrating Navajo Culture impacts student achievement in mathematics

· The participants will recognize that integrating Navajo culture is possible in teaching the National Core Math Standards

· The participants will understand new learning strategies in teaching the National Core Math Standards based on embedded Navajo cultural math lessons

· The participants will become familiar with Navajo Cultural Component Math Curriculum

C:   “Public Health – Environment”
Overview of the Navajo Birth Cohort Study
Johnny Lewis, Chris Shuey – University of New Mexico Community Environmental Health Program

· Understanding of the Navajo Birth Cohort Study, it’s purpose and benefits to the community

· Understanding of the different agencies and their role in the new study

· Understanding of environmental exposures that affect reproductive and developmental outcomes

· Timeline of the study and eligibility criteria for participation in the study
Iina Nizhoni – A Beautiful Life for Mother and Baby

Sandy Ramone – Diné Network for Environmental Health (DinéH) Project / Southwest Research and Information Center

· Understand that Navajo teachings are among the foundations for the Navajo Birth Cohort Study

· Review and discuss specific cultural images and their meanings in the NBCS logo

· Review and discuss the process that the artist and NBCS staff used to develop and finalize the study’s logo

Navajo Division of Health’s Role in the Navajo Birth Cohort Study (NBCS)
Mae-Gilene Begay – Navajo Nation Division of Health

· Understanding of the Navajo Birth Cohort Study, it’s purpose and benefits to the community

· Roles and responsibility of the NNDOH in the design and conduct of research for the NBCS

· Environmental and developmental issues surrounding the uranium exposures on the Navajo Nation

· Current and future efforts of NNDOH CHRs and CHERS in the Navajo Nation Community

Exploring whether Zinc Supplements can Reverse Uranium Toxicity – Navajo Birth Cohort Study (NBCS)

Laurie Hudson, Ranalda Tsosie, David Begay, Johnnye Lewis – University of New Mexico 

· Understanding DNA repair

· Understanding how and what metals block DNA repair

· Understanding how Zinc supports child development

· How future Zinc intervention may provide a block to uranium exposure damage
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